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TOWN OF CAMBRIA TOWN BOARD

October 10, 2019


The regular meeting of the Town of Cambria Town Board was held at 7:00 pm on the 10th day of October 2019 at the Town Hall, 4160 Upper Mountain Road, Town of Cambria, New York.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:				ALSO PRESENT:

Wright H. Ellis, Supervisor				Tamara J. Cooper, Town Clerk
Matthew P. Foe, Councilman				Robert Roberson, Attorney
Jeffrey S. Hurtgam, Councilman				Jon MacSwan, Highway Superintendent
Joseph Ohol, Councilman	Tim Walck, Wendel Engineer
Randy M. Roberts, Councilman				Approximately 75 interested individuals	
				
	
Following salute to the flag, Supervisor Ellis called the regular meeting to order.  Board members took action upon the following matters:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

[bookmark: _Hlk530257108]Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts, it was resolved to approve the minutes of the regular Town Board meetings of September 12, 2019, September 18 & 19, and October 2, 2019.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-

*September12, 2019, minutes are approved with corrections: Joseph Ohol was present & Mr. Brandt, Attorney was in attendance for Mr. Roberson, Attorney.

[bookmark: _GoBack]APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

Having been reviewed by the Town Board, the following claims were presented for payment:

October 10, 2019
	Cemetery
	8
	$16.13

	Drainage
	5
	$180.00

	General
	463-520
	$90,741.63

	Highway
	167-183
	$17,468.36

	Refuse
	13 & 14
	$30,381.95

	Sewer Operating
	36-39
	$1,888.14

	Trust
	19-25
	$5,644.80

	Water Construction
	9
	$5,760.60

	Water Operating 
	145-161
	$69,979.33




Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Ohol and seconded by Councilman Hurtgam it was resolved that the abstract of audited vouchers dated October 10, 2019, be approved as read by the Town Clerk. 

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-






Tim Walck, Wendel, reported as follows:

SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD WATERLINE REPLACEMENT 

The Saunders Settlement Road Waterline Replacement grant application has been submitted and the Town will not hear anything about it until November or early December.  There is already health department approval and waiting for DEC and Army Corps of Engineer approval.

WATERLINE EXTENSION SHAWNEE ROAD

Wendel is waiting on Ag. & Market procedure to be completed in order to install the short waterline on Shawnee Rd.

TOWN PARK COMFORT STATION

The Town Park Comfort station had some significant sidewalk heave that cracked the lower row of stone on the building.  Wendel is in receipt of a proposal from Straightline Mason Contracting, Smith Road Springville, NY to remove bottom row of stone veneer; reinstall with new stone with 3/4” gap between concrete; grind approximately 30 end joints in precast band for caulk application for a total cost of $2,650.00. Gutters have been installed and the sidewalk was replaced.

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Hurtgam and seconded by Councilman Roberts it was resolved to accept the proposal from Straightline Mason Contracting, Smith Road Springville, NY to do work at the Town Park Comfort Station including: remove bottom row of stone veneer; reinstall with new stone with 3/4” gap between concrete; grind approximately 30 end joints in precast band for caulk application for a total cost of $2,650.00.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-


TOWN CLERK REPORTS

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following:
 
· Town Clerk Report September: 	     	Total Receipts: $22,153.55

· Building Inspector Report September:	 Total fees collected: $4,802.27
                                                                     	 Total estimated value of construction: $711,852.

· Newsletters went in the mail Tuesday.  There will be a tire drop off on Saturday, October 19th, from 9:00am until 12:00 pm at the Town Municipal Building. There is a limit of (4) oversize tractor tires per resident. Tires on rims will not be accepted. Electronics will be collected at the Recycling Building behind the Municipal Building as well.
 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORTS
The Highway Superintendent, Jon MacSwan, reported as follows:

· Paving is complete finishing up striping.
· Winterizing vehicles- 2 are ready to be mounted with sanders.
· New heat exchanger was installed in the Town Hall.


WATER/SEWER

No report.

Supervisor Ellis reported on the following:
 
Supervisor Ellis invited everyone to the annual Veterans’ Day Ceremony will be held on 11/11/19 at 11 am at the Town Hall. There will be a tent and refreshments following the ceremony.
Supervisor Ellis is in receipt of a letter from Cornell Cooperative Extension for a Public Hearing on October 15, 2019, at 6:45 pm in the Legislative Chambers in Lockport to hear public comment on the inclusion of predominately viable agricultural land within Ag. District 7.  There are four parcels that have been identified.  This happens every eight years the ag districts have to be re-certified and this is the process.
ATTORNEY REPORTS 
No report.


BEAR RIDGE SOLAR PROJECT-UPDATE

Supervisor Ellis indicated that it has been relatively quiet.  There was a meeting held on September 23rd with Mr. Kohlstedt regarding zoning and their idea for a community benefits agreement.  They continue not to show the Town anything worth taking action on.  There is no change on zoning.  The office is not open yet.    

CONCERNS OF CITIZENS

· A resident asked if the Town has a Comprehensive Road Use Local Law with regard to renewable energy developers to enforce and keep track of road conditions.  If not, it should be formed before the Cypress Creek Solar project application is submitted.  

Highway Superintendent MacSwan indicated that he thought Cypress Creek would have approached him before they started putting pins in the roads.  

The Community Engagement Coordinator for the Cypress Creek local office introduced herself.  Rikki Cason is from the city of Lockport and has a background in journalism and marketing for the DALE Association, no solar background.  Office hours will be announced shortly and she will be officially starting next week. She is looking forward to getting up to date with the project and to be able to answer any questions and concerns.  

· A resident read the preliminary scoping statement on the proposed solar project which says that the majority of the land that is to be considered for the solar project is not actively farmed or being non-productive.  After reading further into the scoping statement it was reported that 79% of the land in question is actively farmed.  Ag & Markets response was to consider other areas because the land is actively farmed. Soil samples were submitted by Cypress Creek and it appears that 226-331 acres are productive farmland, is this acreage off limits?

· Every month the Cypress Creek representatives promise a date as to when the local office will be open; when will this be?

· Concerned about the migratory birds and the fertile farmland if the proposed solar project is installed.  There is a Treaty Act of 1918 upheld by the US Government protecting specific birds and their flight pattern is right over Meahl Rd.  Resident wants to be sure the birds and future generations will not be affected by the solar panels.  

· Concerned about the Lockport Air Force Base Resolution for Compatible Use Plan.  The Air Base is biggest employer, however agriculture is the number one business in Niagara County.  If rules are put into place in the areas surrounding the air base, can a farmer put in a grain elevator?  Can a farmer put solar panels on a barn for crop production?  A lot of the land owners around the air base are farmers.  

Supervisor Ellis indicated that the resolution is to support the bases request to conduct a study.  It does not issue any directives, and each community will have a final say.  The action upon this resolution will be tabled until November in order to gather more information. 

· If Cypress Creek cannot put an office in Niagara County what are they going to do when they have to put this project in? The small stuff matters.  The Town needs to be able to make informed decisions.  Still have not received a list of ingredients in the solar panels or the evacuation plan.

· Is the Town Board working on changing the zoning to be sure the burden of the bonding onto the property owner who will be leasing land?

Supervisor Ellis indicated that it should be ready for the November meeting.  The Engineers and the Attorney are working on the implementation and wording.  This would shift the burden of bonding onto the property owner if the property is being leased for an industrial purpose including utility scale renewable energy.

· The opposition to industrial solar group is open to meeting with Cypress Creek in the presence of both attorneys.

· A Town property/ business owner is concerned with what they feel to be an unnecessary struggle and mistreatment from Town of Cambria officials during the planning and permitting process for the business.   They feel they have been treated different than other businesses in the Town and there have been unnecessary delays and a lack of cooperation from the Building Inspector and the Town Supervisor. The job of Town Officials is to provide protection, preserve and promote historic places in the Town.  

· Thank you to the Town Board for the May 9th resolution in opposition of the Bear Ridge Solar Project and for holding the line the past five months; it is appreciated.  Concern-this project is a high voltage, high electric current facility.  It makes it a fire hazard and has asked the question for the past five months regarding the plan in case of a fire.  Would like a specific evacuation plan, containment, fire wall, sprinkler system?  

· People come to the Town for the agri-tourism businesses (seasonal businesses).   Harvest time is upon us and traffic is increasing in the Town.  The increased traffic normally lasts a month or two and then it is back to business as usual.  Feels there are many antiquated laws on the books, namely one that requires parking lots to be surfaced.  This is burdensome on many agri-tourism businesses in the Town and people are filling up those surfaced lots and people are resorting to parking on the streets and this is hazardous.  A grass lot is environmentally friendly as opposed to milling or surfacing lots.  If the Town Board would look at this law and make changes as needed to help out the businesses.


David Godfrey, Legislator reported as follows:

· Solar: 
The County is very concerned about the bonding issues and the remediation and decommissioning of any toxic material brought into the County and is working on a resolution addressing this issue.

· $2.1 million dollars has been secured from FEMA for fire radios for every SCOTT Pack as a lifeline for fire fighters.

· Lake Levels:
International Joint Commission has reduced outflow.  The County is working with them to make sure that the outflows will increase as we get into November and more so after shipping stops because next year’s flood is trying to be avoided. It is anticipated that it will crest 8-12” higher than this year.  Cambria will see the effects because of the reduced sales tax coming in from the businesses on the harbor.

· Governor announced there is $20 million for homeowners and $60 billion for businesses to help recover from losses from the floods occurring over the past three years. 

· $10 million dredging plan to have all 19 harbors to be dredged as necessary in the years to come. The high waters are also increasing the inflows of our streams and more sediment is being brought in.  The bottom of the Wilson Harbor is rising.

· Broadband:
Fiber is being installed between here and Orleans County.  Niagara and Orleans Counties are working with Spectrum to make sure the overlay maps of where we need broadband are going to meet the target.  It looks like as of 2020 99% of the map that is currently unserved, will be served by Spectrum.


NEW BUSINESS

UNPAID WATER, SEWER, REFUSE CHARGES FOR TAX LEVY

The Town Board was provided a listing of the unpaid Water/Sewer/Refuse/Town charges to be placed as a lien upon the real property for which services were provided.  A copy of the listing is on file in the office of the Town Clerk.   

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Ohol and seconded by Councilman Roberts, it was resolved to place a lien on the Real Property for which services were provided in the amounts of:  Unpaid Water:  $33,474.81; Unpaid Sewer:  $6,197.19; Unpaid Refuse: $0; Town Charges: $2,423.48 for a grand total of $42,095.48.  

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts		-Motion Carried-

2020 BUDGET WORK MEETING

Wednesday, October 16, 2019, at 7:00 pm.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned by motion made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts.  
Time: 7:50 pm

								Respectfully submitted,



								Tamara J. Cooper, Town Clerk
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