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Town of Cambria Town Board
November 7, 2019



TOWN OF CAMBRIA TOWN BOARD

November 7, 2019


The regular meeting of the Town of Cambria Town Board was held at 7:00 pm on the 7th day of November 2019 at the Town Hall, 4160 Upper Mountain Road, Town of Cambria, New York.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:				ALSO PRESENT:

Wright H. Ellis, Supervisor				Tamara J. Cooper, Town Clerk
Matthew P. Foe, Councilman				Robert Roberson, Attorney
Jeffrey S. Hurtgam, Councilman				Jon MacSwan, Highway Superintendent
Joseph Ohol, Councilman	Tim Walck, Wendel Engineer
Randy M. Roberts, Councilman				Approximately 45 interested individuals	
				
	
Following salute to the flag, Supervisor Ellis opened the public hearing on the 2020 Preliminary Budget. 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2020 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

The following public hearing notice was read by the Town Clerk:

Notice of Public Hearing

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Cambria will conduct public hearings on the matters referred to herein at the Town Hall, 4160 Upper Mountain Road, Town of Cambria, NY on the 7th day of November 2019 at 7:00 PM.  Said public hearings shall be as follows:

1. Any objections to the 2019 Assessment Roll for the following Districts:

   Amount to be Raised by Taxes:

Cambria Water District……………………………..	$539,255.00
Cambria Fire District………………………………..	$550,808.00
Cambria Refuse & Garbage District………………	$389,725.00
Cambria Sewer District No. 1……………………..  	$344,588.00
Cambria Drainage District …………………………	$  40,590.00

All persons interested shall be heard at the public hearing to be held by the Town Board as aforesaid relative to assessments and amounts to be raised in said districts.

2. Fire Contracts:  The Town Board of the Town of Cambria will consider allocations as follows and authorization to enter into contracts with fire companies protecting areas of said Town for fire protection.  The fire companies and amounts to be allocated for the year 2020 are as follows:

Cambria Volunteer Fire Company 			$202,992.00
Cambria Volunteer Fire Company Ambulance Service  	$  49,555.00
Pekin Fire Company  					$202,992.00
Pekin EMS Contract					$  38,531.00
Sanborn Fire Company 				$  10,001.00
	
With an additional allocation of $40,800.00 for the Service Award Program.
	
3. The Town Board will conduct a public hearing on the 2020 Preliminary Budget.  A copy of the 2020 Preliminary budget is available at the office of the Town Clerk, 4160 Upper Mountain Road, Town of Cambria, NY, where it may be inspected by any interested person during regular office hours.  The proposed salaries of the elected officials are hereby specified:

	Councilman
	$6,892.00
	each

	Justice
	$21,114.00
	each

	Highway Superintendent
	$65,035.00
	

	Supervisor
	$26,082.00
	

	Town Clerk
	$46,036.00
	

	Tax Collector
	$6,763.00
	



Further Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Real Property Tax Law Section 495, the Exemption Report that shows total assessed values on the final assessment roll that was used in the budgetary process that is exempt from taxation is on file with the 2020 Preliminary Budget.

All parties in interest and citizens will be heard at the public hearings to be held as aforesaid.

							TOWN OF CAMBRIA TOWN BOARD


Supervisor Ellis indicated that the total amount of appropriation for the 2020 Budget is $5,700,907.00 and is divided up among several funds.  The revenue against those appropriations is $2,515,865.00.  Those are revenues from sales tax and various fees from various departments.  The Town is using $515,154.00 to balance the budget. The money will come from reserves, which is spread out among all the funds.  The amount of the tax lien is $2,669,888.00 and that is under the 2% property tax cap (with some adjustments from the state and each municipality based on the increases in its assessed value).  

Tax rate increase per unit charge for Refuse is 6.38%.  Based on what local refuse companies are saying, there will be a serious increase in the next contract. This will be mostly due to the change in recycling practices and the restrictions China is placing on the recycling items they will accept.  The Town is adding $5.00 on to the unit charge in order to build up the reserves so it can be better prepared to deal with the increase.  

Total increase in tax rate is $0.0663 per thousand.  The average taxable value of a house in the Town is $185,000.00.  This will be an increase of $12.27 per household. 

Supervisor Ellis opened the hearing for public comment.

Councilman Ohol stated that the General Fund continues at $0 to be raised by taxes but is gained by transferring money from reserve to make it balance.  Taxpayers paid taxes on that money at some point through sales tax, not property tax.

As there were no further comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:10 pm.

Supervisor Ellis called the regular meeting to order.  The Board members took action upon the following matters:


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

[bookmark: _Hlk530257108]Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Hurtgam and seconded by Councilman Roberts, it was resolved to approve the minutes of the regular Town Board meetings of October 10, 2019, October 16 & 22, 2019-budget also to include *September 12, 2019 minutes be approved as corrected.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-

Councilman Ohol indicated that at the October 10, 2019, meeting corrections were identified for the September 12, 2019, minutes.  He asked that those corrections be notated for the reader.  

(*please see September 12, 2019 and October 10, 2019, minutes for corrections)


APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

Having been reviewed by the Town Board, the following claims were presented for payment:

November 7, 2019
	Cemetery
	9
	$10.90

	General
	521-569
	$70,109.78

	Highway
	184-201
	$17,355.88

	Refuse
	15
	$30,149.21

	Sewer Operating
	40-44
	$3,063.43

	Trust
	26-28
	$2,019.94

	Water Operating 
	162-181
	$11,556.34




Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Ohol and seconded by Councilman Foe it was resolved that the abstract of audited vouchers dated November 7, 2019, be approved as read by the Town Clerk. 

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-


RESOLUTIONS 2020 BUDGET

APPROVAL OF 2019 ASSESSMENT ROLL/SPECIAL DISTRICTS

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Hurtgam it was resolved to approve the 2019 Assessment Roll and the amounts to be raised by taxes for the Special Districts as set forth in the notice of public hearing.

The question of the adoption of the forgoing Resolution was put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:

WRIGHT H. ELLIS voting AYE
MATTHEW P. FOE voting AYE
JEFFREY S. HURTGAM voting AYE
JOSEPH OHOL voting AYE
RANDY M. ROBERTS voting AYE

The Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

APPROVAL OF FIRE PROTECTION/AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTRACTS (Cambria & Sanborn)

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts it was resolved to approve the Fire and Ambulance contracts for Cambria Fire Company with a provision for a multi-year contract or as may be negotiated by the two (2) parties. 

Further to approve the contract for the Sanborn Fire Company.

The question of the adoption of the forgoing Resolution was put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:

WRIGHT H. ELLIS voting AYE
MATTHEW P. FOE voting AYE
JEFFREY S. HURTGAM voting AYE
JOSEPH OHOL voting AYE
RANDY M. ROBERTS voting AYE

The Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

APPROVAL OF FIRE PROTECTION/AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTRACTS (Pekin)

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Hurtgam and seconded by Councilman Roberts it was resolved to approve the Fire and EMS contract with the Pekin Fire Company conditionally, based upon the ability of the Pekin Fire Company to maintain a roster of qualified Interior and Exterior firefighters and EMS personnel sufficient to provide satisfactory emergency service to Town of Cambria citizens.  
Furthermore, the 2020 contract with the Pekin Fire Company will be paid through quarterly installments.
The question of the adoption of the forgoing Resolution was put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:

WRIGHT H. ELLIS voting AYE
MATTHEW P. FOE voting AYE
JEFFREY S. HURTGAM voting AYE
JOSEPH OHOL voting AYE
RANDY M. ROBERTS voting AYE

The Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.


2020 BUDGET 

[bookmark: _Hlk530254619]Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts, it was resolved to adopt the 2020 Preliminary Budget with total appropriations of $5,700,907.00.

The question of the adoption of the forgoing Resolution was put to a roll call vote, which resulted as follows:

WRIGHT H. ELLIS voting AYE
MATTHEW P. FOE voting AYE
JEFFREY S. HURTGAM voting AYE
JOSEPH OHOL voting AYE
RANDY M. ROBERTS voting AYE

The Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

(A copy of the 2020 Adopted Budget is included and made a part of these Minutes).


Tim Walck, Wendel, reported as follows:

SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD WATERLINE REPLACEMENT 

The Saunders Settlement Road Waterline Replacement grant application has been submitted and waiting approval, which will dictate project bid date.

WATERLINE EXTENSION SHAWNEE ROAD

Wendel is waiting on a DOT permit and for Ag. & Market process to complete in order to install the short waterline on Shawnee Rd.  A discussion took place with Mr. Walck and Highway Superintendent MacSwan regarding relocation of a fire hydrant to avoid salt runoff and potential damage to the hydrant. 

LEAK DETECTION

The Leak Detection Study is complete and waiting now for the report.
NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION (NFARS) COMPATIBLE USE PLAN

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Ohol and seconded by Councilman Foe, it was resolved to table the NIMAC Compatible Use Plan for the Town of Cambria in conjunction with the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station until more information is gathered.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-


TOWN CLERK REPORTS

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following:
 
· Town Clerk Report October: 	     	 Total Receipts: $37,277.25

· Building Inspector Report October:	 	 Total fees collected: $2,197.90
                                                                     	 Total estimated value of construction: $344,091.00


In receipt of a request from Cambria Fire Co to add a new member, Luke Price, 168 Allen St. Lockport, to the active roster.  Physical paperwork was received 11/7/2019.


Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts, it was resolved to approve membership of Luke Price, 168 Allen St. Lockport, to the active roster.  Physical paperwork was received 11/7/2019.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORTS
Highway Superintendent, Jon MacSwan, reported as follows:

· Finished brush pick up.
· One truck not ready for winter in order to haul tires from tire drop off in October.
· Ditching will be done all winter.


WATER/SEWER

No report.

RECREATION DIRECTOR
Recreation Director, Sally Reed, reported as follows:
· Veterans’ Day Ceremony will take place on 11/11 at 11:00 am.
· Christmas Tree Lighting will take place on 11/30/2019 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm in the Community Room and asking for donations for the SPCA.
· Will continue to send out reminders using the Sentext System.
ATTORNEY REPORTS 
No report.




Supervisor Ellis reported on the following:
 
Supervisor Ellis reminded everyone that at October’s Town Board meeting he mentioned that the Town received a notice from the state regarding the Municipal Waste Reduction Recycling State Assistance Grant, that had been applied for at the end of 2014, and that it had been processed.  Supervisor is happy to report it was deposited into the Refuse Account on October 21st in the amount of $42,991.02.  

BEAR RIDGE SOLAR PROJECT-UPDATE

Rikki Cason was in attendance and announced the office for Cypress Creek and the proposed Bear Ridge Solar Project is now open on Tuesday’s, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and on Wednesday’s from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  The public can call or email to set up an appointment if they cannot come in during office hours.  They are also offering site visits to the neighbors of the project.  Her number is 226-5676 and her email address is rikki.cason@ccrenew.com.

CONCERNS OF CITIZENS

No one present desired to be heard.

NEW BUSINESS

NYS ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS ANNUAL MEETING AND TRAINING SCHOOL

Supervisor Ellis indicated that the NYS Association of Towns Annual Meeting and Training School will be held in New York City from February 16, 2020, to February 19, 2020.

Upon a motion duly made by Councilman Roberts and seconded by Councilman Hurtgam, it was resolved to authorize all Town officials and officers to attend the annual training in NYC from February 16, 2020 to February 19, 2020.

Ayes:  Ellis, Foe, Hurtgam, Ohol, Roberts			-Motion Carried-



ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned by motion made by Councilman Foe and seconded by Councilman Roberts.  
Time: 7:30 pm

								Respectfully submitted,



								Tamara J. Cooper, Town Clerk
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