Town of Cambria 2021 Spring Newsletter
visit our website www.townofcambria.com
The Town Hall is open by appointment only
Monday-Friday from 8:00 am-4:00 pm. Office hours vary.
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Greetings from the pages of our semi-annual Newsletter! As February
arrived, winter finally found its way into Western New York and the
Town of Cambria. Along with it came the opportunity to enjoy normal
outdoor winter activities. The prognostication of our resident Groundhog
was right on target. We kept the Town Park open this year and many of
you have enjoyed getting some outdoor exercise as a way of dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic and its restrictions. Unfortunately, we have had
to deal with a minority of individuals, who have abused the opportunity,
with activity outside the dawn to dusk hours. Thanks to the vast majority
of you who have accepted our rules, which keep the public safe.
It has been a difficult year for all of us, individually and collectively. Our
Town had a relatively small running total of COVID-19 cases (75) until
Thanksgiving. Then it increased rapidly, as did most of Niagara County,
and now stands at 350 as of this writing. All of December, the holidays
and the month of January were particularly difficult. We had to restrict
access to Town Hall, except for appointments; a situation which continues
today. The Highway, Water and Sewer employees were once again split
into two shifts to reduce the chance of one exposure/active case requiring
quarantine of all personnel, thus closing the Municipal Garage. We have
tried to maintain our normal level of service and we believe that we have
achieved that objective. Thank you for your patience.
Looking ahead, we are planning for some type of Summer Recreation program, a Baseball/Softball program, Summer Concert series, Town-wide
Yard Sale, and opening the Town Hall. Hopefully, we can open up the
Community Building again, although there will probably be limitations on
capacity. The Town Park will be open, offering additional playground
equipment that we added over the winter. We also added to the playground facility behind the Town Hall, to support our Summer Recreation
program.
This spring, we will be converting the NR#2 baseball diamond to softball,
adding a baseball diamond for younger players and a T-ball field. Opening the Comfort Station will require provision for increased regular cleaning and sanitation to meet COVID-19 standards. As you can appreciate,
there are many variables to address, much of it dictated by State guidelines. In any case, we will continue as best we can to provide for the recreational needs of our citizens in a safe and responsible manner.
STAY SAFE! Wear your mask, practice social distancing, and be very
careful with gatherings of any size…even if it is extended family, when
they have different social circles and a variety of possible exposures.
COVID-19 is not going to magically disappear. It will be with us for some
time, hopefully as a controlled presence and something that we can learn
to live with in a manner as close to "normal" as we remember!

WATER DEPARTMENT

Conservation of our natural resources is important and you can play an important role by checking for small water leaks in
your home. A faucet with a small drip or a toilet that leaks can waste several gallons of water as well as increase your water
bill. We will continue to review quarterly meter readings that reflect a leak; however, a periodic check of your home’s plumbing issues, by the homeowner, is also a good idea. We sometimes find it necessary to contact our customers regarding water
service issues. This can only be accomplished if we have your current contact information in our files. Please contact our office to update phone numbers if necessary.
SELLING YOUR HOME? Our water department continues to practice procedures that ensure the public safety of our customers. The Town of Cambria Water District Rules & Regulations state that all water services must be equipped with a double
check valve. If you are planning to sell your home, call the water department office to schedule a compliance inspection. This inspection must be completed before the home is sold. Failure to schedule this appointment can affect your
closing date. Final readings are scheduled close to your closing date. We will need the name and address of the individual
responsible for payment of the final bill and, if possible, provide us with the name of the new owner. As we look forward to
spring, we will begin scheduling clean-up and grading restoration work from previous water/sewer related projects. If you
have an area that needs restoration work due to water or sewer construction, please contact our office at 433-2468 x114. If
you have any questions or concerns, we will be happy to help you!
2020 ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT
The annual Water Quality Report will be delayed due to COVID-19 this year. Once it is available it will be posted on our website http://www.townofcambria.com. Copies will be available at the following locations:
~ Town of Cambria Town Hall ~ Sanborn – Pekin Library, 5890 West St., Sanborn, NY
~ Ransomville Free Library, 3733 Ransomville Rd., Ransomville, NY
Posted on our website: http://www.townofcambria.com/

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT ~ Jon T. MacSwan

As the snow begins to melt and the ground thaws, flooding
can become an issue. It is very common for yards to have
some temporary standing water and drainage ditches to be
at their maximum capacity during the spring thaw. It is
good practice to get outside as soon as the weather permits
and be sure that the drainage system on your property is
flowing, as it should. Several times the only reason for additional water is that there is an obstruction in a ditch or
culvert somewhere. If there appears to be a bigger problem, please contact our office and we will look into rectifying it as soon as possible.
April 15th, 2021, we will begin chipping brush again. We
can accommodate limbs up to 8” in diameter. Please be
sure that they are stacked neatly, butt ends toward the
road, and a pile spread out low is preferable to piled high.
We will NOT take piles that have wire, rope, stakes, roots,
root balls, vines, dirt, thorns or poison ivy in them. We have
the ability to pick up stumps and root balls with a machine
at our convenience. Please make sure to notify us in advance. We DO NOT PICK UP BRUSH in the months of July
and August. We utilize the warm summer months to repair our roads. On September 14th, 2021, we will resume
chipping brush, and will continue until October 29th, 2021.
Should you have any questions or concerns call the office at
433-8829, Ext. 127, or Jon’s cell phone at 531-2089. Enjoy
the summer!

BUILDING INSPECTOR ~ James P. McCann

Another year comes to an end and a new year begins, possibly bringing with it ideas for various home improvement
projects. Just a suggestion, to avoid unnecessary inconvenience; contact our office before you start a building or renovation project to determine if a building permit is required.
It has come to my attention that some Residents are
keeping “Roosters” along with their Chickens. Roosters
are not allowed.
Unregistered and/or unlicensed vehicles continue to be an
issue. Town of Cambria Zoning Ordinance, Section 1123,
prohibits the outside storage of unlicensed and unregistered vehicles. To avoid Town action, please address the
issue with proper storage or removal of such vehicles.
Remember to check the batteries in your smoke &
carbon monoxide detectors. Keep your family safe.

HISTORIAN ~ Gail Reinbird
We know that we are now living through unusual and historic
times dealing with the Covid pandemic. Consider documenting
this experience as it relates to you and yours, here in the Town
of Cambria. Whether it be photos, documents or personal accounts, we would love to hear from you. To contact us email:
historian@townofcambria.com.
Also, Cambria has a site that has been placed on the
National Registry of Historic places; it is the Forsyth-Warren
Farm on Ridge Road. Congratulations!

TAX COLLECTOR ~ Debra A. Littere
The last day to pay taxes is Wednesday March 31st, 2021. From 8:00 – 12:00 and 1:00 – 3:30pm. If you can’t make it on
that day, please drop your payment at the post-office, it must be postmarked March 31st 2021. There is also a drop box outside the front doors to the town hall that is checked daily, and will be checked at 3:30pm MARCH 31ST 2021! Please consider adding a current phone number on your check or payment stub to facilitate communication regarding payment
issues! Tax bills/receipts are available on the Town of Cambria website, www.townofcambria.com , under the Tax Collector
tab, the link http://egov.basny.com/cambria will give you information on your taxes that you can view or print out from your
own computer! If you wish to have your tax receipt emailed to you, please send an email to dlittere@townofcambria.com
indicating your request, and we will email the receipt to you. I would like to thank everyone for their patience and understanding as we have navigated the best possible course during the COVID19 restrictions. Hopefully the worst is behind us! Wishing
everyone the best of health! It is my pleasure to serve the Town of Cambria residents as your tax collector!

ASSESSOR~ Debra A. Littere
As the March 1st deadline for exemptions has passed, we
thank everyone for getting their paperwork to us in a timely
manner.
*Pending NYS Budget 2021* Basic STAR homeowners who
are turning 65 this year, are being encouraged to transition
to the STAR CREDIT program. This means that school tax
bills will require payment in full, and a credit check will be
sent in the mail. More information will be provided as it
becomes available.
This office continues to monitor the trends that impact our
values, as well as, gathering data to reflect correct inventory on all parcels. As the weather breaks, we will again be out
photographing the real property, including improvements
from recent building permits.
High School Seniors interested in applying for a scholarship
from the Niagara County Assessor’s Association should inquire at their high school guidance office.
* ATTENTION DOG OWNERS *
NYS Law- If you are harboring a dog within the Town of
Cambria 4 mo. or older it must be licensed. Please visit the
Town Clerk’s office with the current rabies vaccination certificate and a spay/neuter certificate if the dog has been altered.
2021 FREE RABIES CLINICS

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED!

Call (716) 439-7511 for dates.
For directions call the specific clinic site.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN/SOLAR UPDATE
A committee of Town officials and private citizens has been
working since September 2020 on an update to the Town of
Cambria Comprehensive Plan and the Solar Local Law. This
update is narrowly focused on renewable energy, specifically
utility grade/industrial size facilities that are sited in accordance with the new Section 94c regulations being developed
by New York State in support of Governor Cuomo’s ambitious renewable energy goals. This is not a periodic general
update to the Comprehensive Plan, as in its present form, it
continues to reflect the desires of a majority cross-section of
Town residents. The Town Board hopes to have a Public
hearing on the updates in March.

RECREATION ~ Zelda Hillman
The 2021 Day Recreation Program will run from
Tuesday, July 6 through Friday, August 20 ~ 7
WEEKS THIS YEAR! Due to the Covid pandemic
and restrictions from the Health Department this program is
open to RESIDENTS ONLY - NO EXCEPTIONS. The cost will
be $80.00 per child. Proof of residency of the child will be
required and birth certificates will need to be shown for any
child age 5 (children must be 5 no later than June 1, 2021).
More details will be forthcoming.
Questions about our recreation programs? Please call 4337664 x129 or email zhillman@townofcambria.com to inquire
about our programs. Also checkout the Parks & Recreation
tab on our website www.townofcambria.com.

CAMBRIA VOL. FIRE COMPANY EVENTS

4631 Cambria-Wilson Road, Lockport, NY 14094 ~ 434-8948

3rd Annual Sportsman Raffle April 24, 2021
Raffle begins at 3pm
Donation $20.00 0nly 1,200 tickets printed
**Subject to change based on Covid Restrictions near date of
raffle. Raffle would then be done virtually live on our Facebook page. To order tickets call (716) - 417 - 5661 or visit our
Facebook page @Cambria Fire Company.
We are accepting applications for membership.
Volunteers are needed! See our website for membership
information www.cambriafirevolunteer.com.
The Cambria Vol. Fire Company is the proud sponsor of Boy
Scout Troop 8 and Cub Scout Pack 8 of the Iroquois Trail
Council, Boy Scouts of America. This is a great youth organization for the Cambria community and we are always looking
for new members.
For more information on joining
contact Joe Baschnagel at 434-4365.

NYS DISABILITY PARKING TAG
Applications for a permanent or temporary parking tag are
available at the Town Clerk’s office. Applications must be submitted to your physician in order to determine your eligibility.
NYS requires ALL Temporary Tag Applications to include
an ‘ASSISTED DEVICE’ or we will be unable to issue the permit. Please bring your NYS driver’s license or non-driver’s ID
to our office when applying for a tag.

REFUSE AND RECYCLING INFORMATION
GARBAGE AND RECYCLE CARTS are the property of the Town and were distributed to all residential
property owners and have a serial number that is on record in our office. If you sell your home, the Garbage and Recycle Cart is to remain with the property. The Town’s policy is one (1) garbage and one (1) recycle cart
per household. Refuse and Recycling:
*Garbage pick-up is on Thursdays. Recycling pick up is every other Thursday. Modern Corporation picks up the
trash & recycling.
*All items (garbage, recycling & large item) must be curbside by 7:00 am. Tires and construction materials are NOT
accepted curbside.
*Modern will ONLY pick up Garbage and Recycling Carts that have the Town Logo and Numbering System on them.
*Questions or concerns about missed collection ~ call 1-800-330-7107 for assistance.
** If you have more waste than what will fit inside your cart there are options. You may purchase additional capacity
stickers for $5 per tag at the Town Hall, these tags will be sold per sheet for $25.00. At this time we can only accept
cash exact change or a money order. NO checks or credit cards will be accepted. If you need more consistent capacity, you may request an additional cart. Additional carts are available after March 1, 2021. The fee for an additional
cart will be $55, plus an annual fee of $30 on your water bill to pay Modern for handling the extra cart.
Garbage collection will be delayed one day for the following specified holidays only: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day (When the holiday falls on a week day). Please see the town
website for details on the New Refuse and Recycling Info as well as the current Recycling Map and Pick up Schedule or call
433-2468 ext. 114.
The Town of Cambria offers electronic recycling for Town residents ONLY. Drop off of equipment is MONDAY’S ONLY FROM
9:00 am-1:00 pm. Please call 433-8829 x127 with any questions and be ready to provide proof of residency.
HAZARDOUS WASTE disposal, contact Hazman USA, 716-998-8073 or www.hazmanusa.com.

19th ANNUAL TOWN WIDE YARD SALE
Friday, July 16—Sunday, July 18, 2021
9:00 am TO 3:00 pm
This is how it works….
All you need to do is sign up using the form below or log on to our website, www.townofcambria.com. The Town of Cambria
provides the brochure (which includes the sale sites, as well as a map), a sign for your location and advertising using various
types of media (all at no cost to you)! Pick up signs at Town Hall commencing Wednesday, July 14, 2021, in the Town Clerk’s
Office. There is no penalty for signing up and then not participating. It’s better to sign up than to miss out!

Register by filling out the information below.
Signup deadline: Friday, June 11, 2021

Return to:

Yard Sale, Town of Cambria
4160 Upper Mountain Rd.
Sanborn, NY 14132

NAME _________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________
ZIP _____________________ PHONE _______________________________________
EMAIL _________________________________________________________________
o MULTI FAMILY

o CHILDREN’S ITEMS

o HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

o VARIETY

Town of Cambria
4160 Upper Mountain Road
Sanborn, NY 14132
“NIAGARA COUNTY’S FIRST TOWN”

PRESORTED STANDARD
PERMIT # 21
US POSTAGE PAID
NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14304

CURRENT RESIDENT OR

ATTENTION VETERANS!!!
Are you aware of the many programs, benefits and outreach available to you and your family? Please contact the Niagara County
Veterans Service Agency (716-438-4090) located at 111 Main Street, Suite 200,
Lockport, NY for more information. Also - Check out our website
www.townofcambria.com for information regarding events for veterans
around Western New York. Did you know you may qualify for an exemption?
Please contact the Assessor’s Office to find out!
Call 433-8161 ext 122 or ext 135. We humbly thank you for your service!

Non Emergency Phone Numbers
Niagara County Sheriff’s Office ~ 438-3393
New York State Police ~ 434-5588
Cambria Volunteer Fire Co. ~ 434-8948
Pekin Fire Co. ~ 731-4777
Sanborn Fire Co. ~ 731-4616
Eastern Niagara Hospital ~ 514-5700
Mount St. Mary’s Hospital ~ 297-4800

Your Local Representatives
Legislator David E. Godfrey, 10th District ~ Email: David.Godfrey@niagaracounty.com (716)-751-9606
Assemblyman Hon. Angelo J. Morinello, 145th District ~ Email: morinelloa@nysassembly.gov (716) -282-6062
State Senator Hon. Robert G. Ortt, 62nd District ~ Email: Ortt@nysenate.gov (716) -434-0680

TOWN HALL CLOSED
2021 HOLIDAYS
Good Friday, Friday, April 2
Memorial Day, Monday, May 31
Independence Day, Monday, July 5
Labor Day, Monday, September 6
Columbus Day, Monday, October 11

2021 REFUSE/RECYCLING
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Memorial Day Monday, May 31
Delayed until Friday, June 4
Labor Day Monday, September 6
Delayed until Friday, September 10

CAMBRIA TOWN COURT
Justice Jowdy Jr. ~ 433-3088 ext. 139
1st Tuesday at 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm,
2nd & 5th Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Justice Jowdy III ~ 433-3088 ext. 144
3rd & 4th Tuesday at 7:00 pm

